
'Fox, Susan

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Carol Williams [cwilliams@montanadsl. net]
Tuesday, November 16, 2010 5:33 AM
Fox, Susan
FW: Letter of lnterest for the Commissioner of Political Practices Position
Resume.doc

Hene you go. See you soon.
Canol

- Forwarded Message
F.or@ aime@mac naughton . info>
Date: Sat, 30 Oct 2QLQ L6:31:57 -Q7OO
To: Canol Williams <cwilliams@montanadsl.net>
Cc : <jmotl@nmslaw. net>
Subject: Letten of Intenest for the Commissionen of Political Pnactices Position

October 30, 20L0

Senator Carol Williams
Senate Minonity Leaden
3533 Lincoln HilIs Point
Missoula, MT 59802-3381
cwilliams@montanads I . net

Re: Letten of Intenest fon the Commissioner of Political Pnactices Position

Dear Senaton Williams:

Jonathan Motl bnought to my attention Dennis Unswonthls time as the Commissionen of Political
Practices is dnawing to a close, and the pnocess for pnoviding the Govennon with nominations for
his successon is cunnently undenway. I have been intenested in campaign practices, disclosune and
ethics in govennment for a substantial period of time, and would like to be considened for
nomination as a candidate fon the Commissioner of Political Practices.

I am gnaduating with a luris Doctonate degree from the University of Idaho College of Law this
Decemben, and have applied to take the Montana State Bar February 2@tt. I believe a person with
training as an attonney for the Commissionen of Political Pnactices would benefit the State in
accomplishing the administration of the adjudicative and quasi-judicial nesponsibilities of the
position in a timely fashion.

Additionally, I have a Bachelor of Fine Ants fnom Cannoll College. I am enclosing a copy of my

nesume, which contains additional information about my legal expenience and skiIls. My expenience
includes working in a nonpartisan mannen as a boand memben of Montana Common Cause and representing
non partisan issues for open govennment to the Montana Legislature in 2Q07, and I co-wrote a
position statement fon the Montana Votenls Information Pamphlet in 2QO8.

I would appreciate the oppontunity to discuss a possible nomination with you and answen any
questions you might have reganding my candidacy. I will be out of the countny, and unavailable
except by email from Novemben L9 to Decemben 6. Othen than that limitation, I can be reached any
day on my cell phone at 4@6-438-5042.

Thank you fon youn time and consideration. Should you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Very tnuly youns;



laime MacNaughton
J.D. Candidate, December 2010
Univensity of ldaho, College of Law

Helena address: Moscow addness:
1408 Hausen Blvd " 625 Homestead
Helena, MT 59601 Moscow, ID 83843

Hand copy to follow by mail

- End of Fonwanded Message



r4o8 Hauser Blvd. Helena, MT 596oro (4o6) 458-5c,42 o jaime@macnaughton.info

Jaime E. MacNaughton
Education
University of Idaho, Candidate for Juris Doctorate, December 2o1o

Honors and Activities
Pro Bono Service with Distinction Award
Out of State Tuition Scholarship, zooS-zoo9
Co-President of OUTLaws, 2oo9-2o1o
Vice President of theAmerican Civil Liberties Union, 2oo9-2o1o
Editor, The Crit: A Critical Legal Studies Journal, 2oo9-2o1o
Secretary of the Native American Law Student Association zooS-2oog

Member of: American Civil Liberties Union , Black Law Student Association, The
Federalist Society, Multicultural Law Caucus, Native American Law Student
Association, OUTLaws, Phi Alpha Delta, Public Interest Law Group,
Women's Law Caucus

Northwest Institute for Dispute Resolution, Basic Civil Mediation Training Certificate, 2or.o
Carroll College, Bachelor of Fine Arts, December 1995

Experience

oglzototo o7f zoto University of ldaho, Legal Aid Clinic Moscow. ID

Legal Intern, Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Clinic, and Immigration Clinic
With a limited license from the Idaho Supreme Court represented clients in a variety of different
courts and agencies under the supervision of clinic attorneys. Performed research and provided
legal assistance to clients in coordination with supervising attorneys, including the preparation
and presentation of cases using knowledge of the principles and practices of the legal profession,
state statutory and case law, administrative hearings procedures; rules of evidence,
administrative rules and laws; constitutional rights of individuals; research methods and
techniques, agency and court processes. Handled meeting, email and telephone contact with
clients.

oglzoog to o8/zoo9 University of Idaho, Legal Aid Clinic Moscow. ID

Legal Intern, Immigration Clinic
Responsibilities included assisting clinic faculty on immigration cases, preparing legal
documentation to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service. Handled meeting, email
and telephone contact with clients. Received, analyzed, gathered and evaluated evidence
to determine if laws or regulations were violated, and identified possible relief available.
Prepared and submitted final case for attorney review and approval. Prepared petitions
and supporting documentation to Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Conducted
legal research for criminal rules advisory committee on federal immigration legislation.



ogl2oo4to o8/zoo8 Reynolds, Motl and Sherwood, PLLP

Legal Secretary/Legal Assistant
Helena. MT

Responsibilities included assisting with workloads in a civil law firm; involving preparation, editing
and filing of legal documents with the Montana Supreme Court, State District Court, Federal Courts
and Bankruptcy Courts. Provided client service by answering phone calls and questions. Performed
intake of new cases, and forwarding to the correct department for service if a possible complaint
existed. Worked in close coordination with attorneys and legal staffin the preparation and delivery of
civil cases. Performed research and provided legal assistance to attorneys to aide in preparation and
presentation of cases in various courts and agencies using knowledge of the principles and practices of
the legal profession, state statutory and case law, administrative hearings procedures; rules of
evidence, administrative rules andlaws; constitutional rights of individuals; research methods and
techniques, agency and court processes.

Responsibilities also included attorney assistance on immigration cases in preparation of legal
documentation to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service. Received, analyzed, gathered
and evaluated evidence to determine if laws or regulations were violated, and identified possible
relief available. Prepared and submitted final case forms for attorney review using knowledge of
the principles and practices of investigation, rules of evidence, immigration laws and penalties.

o8lt999to o6lzoo4 Ralph Ehrenpreis, PLC Los Angeles, CA

Paralegal, Green Card Department Head
Assisted Attorneys in preparation of legal documentation to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service;

handled primary meeting and telephone contact with over Soo clients of different nationalities, cultures and
backgrounds. Received, analyzed, developed a standard excellence case format, gathered and evaluated
evidence to determine if laws or regulations were violated, and relief available. Prepared and submitted final
case for attorney review using knowledge of the principles and practices of investigation, rules of evidence,
immigration laws and penalties. Provided training and technical assistance to fellow paralegals by gwing
presentations regarding changes with Immigration Law and resolution techniques with various field offrces.

Supervised and mentored the work of 4 employees; innovated several systems for assisting client needs in a
more efficient manner; assisted in the hiring and taining of new employees. Conducted research and analysis of
federal immigration law and the applicabilityto each client's situation and changing needs. Initiated and
coordinated contact on problem cases directly with the U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Service and The
American Immigration Lawyer's Association, facilitating resolutions in obtaining lawful permanent residence
forboth legal and illegal immigrants to the US.

Especially during a limited 24SG) filing period, demonstrated focus and persistence in coordination and
minagement of caseloads with several deparhnents to meet a statutory deadline. Also achieved personal goal of
reducing interview rates from 5 o%o to 7o/o,by investigating, calculating, requiring a standard of excellence in
presentation of evidence, attending to details of cases, Requests for Evidence from the USCIS, and
communications with the agency.

References

Monica Schurtman or Carole Wells (zo8) 88S-6s4r
University of Idaho College of Law, Legal Aid Clinic, 6th and Rayburn, Moscow, ID 898++

James P. Revnolds or Jonathan R. Motl (+o6) 44z3z6r
Relmolds, Motl & Sherwood, PLLP,4or N. Last Chance Gulch, Helena, MT 596o1

Ralph Ehrenpreis or Bernard Lurie (gro) SSg-66oo
Raiph Ehrenpreis, PLC, 55o Century Park East, Los Angeies, CA 9oo67



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jaime MacNaughton [jaime@macnaughton. info]
Thursday, December 02,2010 3:14 AM
Fox, Susan; Carol Williams
Re: commissioner questions
Questions.doc

Dean Susan and Sen. tJilliams -

I am attaching my answers to the questions in the email below. If you have any questions,
still in Sweden until next Tuesday Decemben 7th, so email is the best way to get a hold of
After that, the cell phone will be back on 406-438-5042.

Thank you fon youn assistance!

laime

Iam
me.

n Tue, Nov 15, 2Q7O at S:OQ PM, Fox, Susan <sfoxl0mt.gov> wnote:
Hi Jaime, sen. tajilliams sent me youn nesume. rf you could folrow up
with answens to these questions, it would be much appreciated. Thanks
for your interest, Susan

L. Ane you familiar with nestrictions Mont,ana law imposes upon the
activities of an individual holding the office of COPP?
2. hJhat is your legal writing expenience?
3. Have you ever been panty to a complaint filed with the COpp?
4. What is youn cunrent or past involvement with either the campaign
of a candidate or a ballot initiative?
5. Have you been affiliated with a political panty on political
action committee? If yes, how will this affiliation affect your
ability to nenden impantial decisions on complaints filed against
candidates, PACs, and ballot initiatives?
6. trlhat is your opinion of the curnent candidate contnibution limits?
7. Have you on a family memben been involved in the legislative
pnocess as a lobbyist?
8. In youn opinion, do further regulations on restrictions need to be
placed on lobbyists' activities?

Susan Byonth Fox
Executive Dinecton
Montana Legislative Services
(406) 444-3066
sfox@mt . gov

o



r. Are you familiar with restrictions Montana law imposes upon the
activities of an individual holding the office of COpp?

A candidate for the COPP position must be a citizen of the United States, and a resident
Montana, and registered to vote on the day the Governor appoints them to the position
(MCA $$-37-ro7), andthe appointment must be confirmed by the majority of the
Senate of the State of Montana (MCA gr3-37-roz(r)). Montana law also imposes
restrictions on the individual in the Commissioner of Political Practices position in that
they cannot run for public office for 5 years after holding the COPP position. The COPP
"may not knowingly...hold another position of public trust;... participate in any political
activity or in a political campaign; make a contribution to a candidate or political
committee or for or against a ballot issue; ... or participate in a matter pertaining to the
commissioner's office that is a conflict of interest or results in the appearance of a
conflict of interest, or involves a relative of the commissioner", MCA g$-37-ro8. The
restrictions are in place to assist the COPP with maintaining neutrality in their duties as
the COPP, as well as to assure the public of the neutrality of the office.

z. What is your legal writing experience?

I am graduating with a Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Idaho College of
Law in December 2o1o. As a part of that degree I completed a legal writing course, as
well as an upper division paper that was required to be major writing legal project,
evidencing significant legal and empirical research, and interrelationship of complex
legal issues in a thoughtful manner. Further I was an Editor with the Crit, a t egal
Journal at the College of Law. I have completed two classes that had a major paper final
requirement instead of a final exam, and one class that was all practical legal document
writing for the final grade. Finally, as a part of the course work for the Juris Doctorate
degree, the vast majority of the final exams were written essays in legal format.

During law school I worked and volunteered with the Legal Aid Clinic, where my
responsibilities included research and legal assistance for clients, including the
preparation and presentation of cases using knowledge of the principles and practices of
the legal profession, state statutory and case law, administrative hearings procedures;
rules of evidence, administrative rules and laws; constitutional rights of individuals;
research methods and techniques, agency and court processes.

Finally, prior to attending law school I worked in law firms and assisted attorneys with
drafting and finalizing cases for civil cases. Additionally, I was the primary assistant on
immigration cases, receiving, analyzing, gathering and evaluating evidence to determine
if laws or regulations were violated, and identified possible relief available. I prepared
and submitted final case forms for attorney review using knowledge of the principles
and practices of investigation, rules of evidence, immigration laws and penalties.

3. Have you ever been party to a complaint filed with the COPP?

In my position as a legal secretary and assistant with Reynolds, Motl and Sherwood,
PLLP, I assisted in the preparation and finalization of complaints filed with the COPP,
in addition to notarizing the complaints. Also, when I was a board member of Montana
Common Cause (MCC), the COPP filed a complaint against MCC for a late reporting on



a special session in zoo7, but I have never personally been a named party to a complaint
filed with the COPP.

4. Wh_at is your current or past involvement with either the campaign of a
candidate or a ballot initiative?

Again, in my position as a legal secretary and assistant with Reynolds, Motl and
Sherwood, PLLP, I assisted in the preparation and finalization of lobbying reports for
filing with the COPP.

My personal involvement in the campaign of an individual, or ballot initiative(s), was
minimal, as I can recall, I did the following: in zoo5 and zooT I drove voters to the polls
for the Democratic Party, and one afternoon inzooT knocked on doors to remind people
to vote in the Helena area.

From zoo6 to zooS I maintained a blog called Cece-in-MT, and was a contributor and
founder of MontanaNetroots, a non partisan blog. I wrote about ballot initiatives, the
challenges to them in the courts and with the COPP, as well as my personal perspective
on candidates for political office. Since beginning law school in August of zoo8, there
was little time to research and posting to myblog, and I have not maintained the site.
Further MontanaNetroots went out of existence shortly after I left for law school.

In zoo8, I was asked by Senator O'Neil to write a position statement with him onC-44
for the 2oo8 voter pamphlet based on a post I had on Cece-in-MT, and my personal
opposition to C-44. I worked with Senator O'Neil and the Secretary of State's office on
preparing the argument and rebuttal just prior to moving to Idaho for law school.

S. Have you been affiliated with a political party or political action
committee? If yes, how will this affiliation affect your ability to render
impartial decisions on complaints filed against candidates, PACs, and ballot
initiatives?

Yes. At times, in order to be able to vote in primary elections, I have been required to
register as a member of a political party. When I have been required to register for a
party, I have tended to register as a Democrat, but I do not consider myself to be a
Democrat. I am an Independent voter, meaning that I vote for a candidate based on the
person, without regard for the person's identified political party, or on a ballot initiative
based on the issue itself and the overall alignment with my personal opinion. I have
volunteered my time and been the member of organizations which promote the right of
each person to their ballot and which promote open governmental practices.

I believe that my enduring commitment to citizen participation in their government
processes will be an asset to the COPP position. Regardless of the candidate, ballot
initiative subject matter, political action committee agenda, or political leaning of the
individual bringing a complaint with the COPP's office, each alleged violation should be
treated equally, with alacrity, and with respect for the impartiality of the position. The
laws that are to be followed are made by the legislature, and they are to be enforced in
an impartial manner, without regard for my personal opinion on the subject matter of
the complaint. Part of the benefit of having someone with legal training in the COPP



position, is the ability to look at a set of facts, and to determine whether or not the law
was complied with, and what the outcome should be. Mylegal training will assist in
analyzing the factual allegations, compare them with the requirements of Montana law,
and issue an opinion on the matter as promptly as a thorough examination of the
allegations will allow.

6. What is your opinion of the current candidate contribution limits?'

The legislature has the power to make Montana law, and if I as a resident wanted to
change candidate contribution limits, I would petition my representative to the
Legislature for that change. Personally, I believe that candidate contribution limits
equalize the ability of individuals to meaningfully participate in their own government
without the undue influence of political action committees or large contributors swaying
a candidate's priorities.

7, Have you or a family member been involved in the legislative process as a
lobbyist?

I have personally lobbied the Montana Legislature, but I have never been a paid lobbyist
on behalf of any PAC. My younger brother's father in law is Jim Smith, and my
brother's wife is Nannette Gilbertson, and they lobby the legislature for Montana
Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association (MSPOA).

I was a board member of Montana Common Cause in zooT and zoo8, and during that
time lobbied the legislature regarding the disclosure of campaign constituency accounts.

I personally lobbied the legislature when the subject of moving to vote by mail
procedures about the importance of providing prepaid postage for returning the ballots
to the County Clerks, so that no Montanan would have to chose between voting and
mailing in their utility bills (poll tax). I also lobbied the Legislature in zooT regarding a
possible bill which would have made it a crime in Montana for an illegal immigrant to
vote in Montanan elections. The federal law preempts state law in this area, and if an
immigrant or noncitizen votes in any election, or represents themselves as a citizen, it is
grounds for deportation at any time, so there was no need to pass duplicative Montana
law.

8. In your opinion, do further regulations or restrictions need to be placed
on lobbyists' activities?

In my opinion, the regulations and restrictions in place at the current time adequately
disclose lobbyist's activities to the public.


